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The Green Industry ranks high in incidences of workplace injuries and fatalities, with many 
incidences involving some type of machinery or equipment. Most injuries and incidents are 

both predictable and preventable. At the 2024 NHLA safety Day for Green Industry Profession-
als, we’ll look at safety considerations for working with and around large and small equipment as 
participants cycle through a series of six engaging sessions in which demonstrations and discussion 
will focus on key safety considerations for preventing workplace injuries.

• Equipment trailer loading & tie-down, Milton CAT
• Safe operation of skid steer & excavator, including maintenance for safety, Milton CAT
• Mounting and dismounting attachments (skid steer, excavator), Milton CAT
• Roadway and chipper safety, with utility line clearance equipment, Eversource/Asplundh
• Safe chainsaw operation, Lindsay Watkins, UNH Extension 
• Small equipment safety
This event is made possible by the generous support and partnership of Milton CAT. 
Safe the date: April 10, 2024 at Londonderry Milton CAT, 30 Industrial Drive, Londonderry, NH
watch for details and registration at nhlaonline.org. r

Safety Day for Green Industry 
Professionals – April 10
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President’s Notes
by Andrew PelkeyH

Informing and educating members of the Green Industry

Newsletter
NHLA

The NHLA Newsletter is published by the New Hampshire Landscape 
Association for its members, free of charge, 10 times a year.

Memberships: 
see enclosed application or the website for a membership application.

Additional Subscriptions: Firms desiring additional subscriptions, can 
purchase them at $40.00 each. Contact Pamela Moreau.

Editorial Submissions and Advertising: Articles and notices for pub-
lication should be sent to Carolyn Isaak, Editor. Advertisers wishing 
to appear in the NHLA Newsletter should submit their ads to Annette 
Zamarchi. The editorial and advertising submissions schedule is online 
at nhlaonline.org/nhla-newsletter.

The NHLA Newsletter seeks to encourage a lively discussion of topics of 
concern to NHLA members. Opinions and proposals presented in the 
newsletter are those of the writers to whom they are attributed and are 
not a statement of official policy by NHLA, unless so stated.

Board of DirectorsProf. Consultants

Committee Chairs

Andrew Pelkey Mar. ’24 
President 
North Point Outdoors
603-867-1929
andrew@northpointoutdoors.com

Heather Linehan, VP Mar. ’24 
Linehan Landscaping & 
Property Maintenance, LLC
603-234-7267 
heather@linehanlandscaping.com

Maria Rainey Mar. ’24
Secretary/Treasurer
Nature’s Design 
603-609-5200
designbyrainey@gmail.com

Dave DeJohn Mar. ’24 
Past President
David DeJohn Landscaping
603-608-7860
DDEJo71@aol.com

Donny Piccirillo, Dir.  Mar. ’26
Pierson Nurseries, Inc.
339-221-3711 
dpiccirillo@piersonnurseries.com 

Cori Cahow, Director Mar. ’25
Organic Garden Girl
603-540-2041
organicggirl@gmail.com

John Crooks, Director  Mar. ’24 
John’s Landscaping of Madbury, NH
603-817-7788
johnscaping@yahoo.com

Interim NHLA BUSINESS 
MANAGER
Kathryn Huff
603-237-1790 
kathryn@nortpointoutdoors.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
AND DESIGNER 
Carolyn Isaak
603-499-2143 
editor@nhlaonline.org

ADVERTISING MANAGER
Annette Zamarchi
603-661-3488 
alzbps@gmail.com

CERTIFICATION  
COORDINATOR
Abby Zuidema 
Mosaic Plant Design
603-502-4894
plantmosaics@outlook.com

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
Amy Papineau
UNH Cooperative-Field Specialist
603-560-6576
amy.papineau@unh.edu

Find us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/NHLandscapeAssociation

By the time you all are reading 
these notes, spring should be 

in the air! This will be my 18th 
spring season in our industry. 
Although I am nearing two de-
cades of the “spring rush,” I still 
get excited each year! 

spring to me means new oppor-
tunities. each year in business we 
get to embark on new contracts/
jobs. each one will bring different 
challenges, learning experiences, 
and hopefully profit! 

At a recent event 20 of our 
member companies participated 
in a seminar hosted by Jim Hous-
ton, a Green Industry consultant. 
The group worked from their 
prof it and loss statements to 
determine their true costs and 
desired target gross margin and 
net margin. This means that 20 
companies in the state left with 

understanding their numbers and 
will be starting the 2024 green 
season poised to generate profit. 
Profit is essential. Owners need 
it to survive and companies need 
it to thrive. 

NHLA is newly committed to 
offering both hands-on training 
for those in the f ield, and also 
educational resources to owners 
to help grow and ref ine their 
business. I was very excited to see 
the participation in this event, 
and will look to grow this event 
in the years to come! I urge all 
owners to reach out to NHLA to 
share their feedback in what else 
we can offer to help you do so. 

I wish the best for all of you 
getting started this spring and 
look forward to seeing you 
throughout the season at our 
various events. q

 

NHLA Welcomes...H
Jeff Lavigne
Giant Landscaping
1071 Hanover St.
Manchester, NH 03104
jeff@giantlandscaping.net

Pam & Jim Moreau
PJM Consulting LLC
13 Rancourt St.
Nashua, NH 03064
603-321-0329
office.pgmconsulting
 @gmail.com

Jody Marshall
Asquam Gardens LLC
2391 Dick Brown Road
Bridgewater, NH 03264
603-677-2372
jmarshall
 @asquamgardens.com

Lou Caracciolo
Shade Trees Nursery, Inc.
1875 Main Road
Jamesport, NY 11947
631-722-4041
info@shadetreesnursery.com
shadetreesnursery.com

Chad Pooler
Freedom Outdoor services
66 Cedar Hill Drive
Manchester, NH 03109
603-377-2694
freedomoutdoor
 servicesNH@gmail.com

Danielle Beauchemin 
HB Property Management
137 Pease Road
Meredith, NH 03253
603-254-5033
hbpropertym@gmail.com
hbpropertyllc.com

David Tremblay
Dave’s Landscaping LLC
30 Crestwood Lane
Goffstown, NH 03045
603-396-8160
daveslandscaping
 @hotmail.com

Mark Lundin
Dayton Bag & Burlap
10 Hazelwood Road, 
Suite A-5
East Granby, CT 06026
860-653-8191
www.daybag.com

CERTIFICATION CHAIR
Mac McPhail
United Ag & Turf NE
malcolm.mcphail@uatne.com

EDUCATION CHAIR
Mike Barwell
Perfect North Lawncare LLC
603-491-0847
mikebarwell@yahoo.com

GROUNDSKEEPER/LANDSCAPER
Has the fun and laughter gone out of your typical 
workday? Working for someone who doesn’t appreciate 
your personality, skills, and hard work? If so, consider 
working for the best in the business...Taylor Commu-
nity. A work environment where you can thrive!

We love our grounds crew and landscapers and provide 
the tools, equipment, uniforms, an 8-hour workday, 
and limited travel.

Benefits: tuition/training reimbursement; health, den-
tal, and vision for under $100 a month; best hourly 
rate in the lakes region with year-round work. Shift def-
erential for working weekends, double-time holidays, 
PTO and 401k+match. Free pool & gym onsite. 3-years  
experience in grounds and landscaping required. Must 
be at least 18 years old. Taylor Community is an EOE.

Visit: www.taylorcommunity.org OR call Mike at 603-
366-1201.

800-556-6985 
New England’s finest sod

Serving all of New England

8 Ashfi eld Rd./Rt.116, P.O. Box 540
Conway, MA 01341

Equipment & Tools for 
Landscape Professionals
Sprayers • Rakes • Loppers & Pruners • Saws • Ladders • & More

800-634-5557
oescoinc.com           
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PRESIDENT: (Vote for one) one year term

■ Andrew Pelkey, North Point Outdoors 

■ write in______________________________

VICE PRESIDENT: (Vote for one) one year term

■ Heather Linehan, Linehan Landscape & Property

■ write in______________________________

SEC/TREAS: (Vote for one) one year term

■ Maria Rainey, Nature’s Design

■ write in______________________________

Signature_____________________________________________ Company______________________________________________________

Vote online at nhlaonline.org from March 18-22. Watch for information  
and a link in your email. OR send in this ballot by scanning and emailing to  
nhla@comcast.net or posting to Pam Moreau, 13 Rancourt St., Nashua, NH 03064.  
All ballots must be signed and received by March 22 to be counted. 

DIRECTORS: (Vote for one) three year term

■ John Crooks, John’s Landscaping of Madbury  

■ write in_____________________________

 

Staying on the Board

Past-President: 

Dave DeJohn, DeJohn Landscaping  ’25

Directors: 

Donnie Piccirillo, Pierson Nurseries  ’26

Cori Cahow, Organic Garden Girl  ’25

Ballot: 2024 NHLA Board of Directors

W h o l e s a l e  P e r e n n i a l s

4  J a m e s  R o a d
D e e r f i e l d ,  N H  0 3 0 3 7

w w w . v a n b e r k u m n u r s e r y . c o m

Passion for sustainability & biodiversity.
Growing a diverse selection of well-grown perennials

and New England Local Ecotype Natives.

Since 1987
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Af ter a 30-year run, the 
Ruth E. & Leon E. Pear-

son scholarship Memorial Fund 
will be terminated. It has been a 
rewarding and humbling journey 
for me, and I appreciate all who 
volunteered their support over 
the years.

The Pearson Scholarship is 
separate from and not to be con-
fused with the NHLA scholar-
ship. The NHLA Scholarship 
is alive and well. The Pearson 
scholarship was a private foun-

The End of a Great Bequest
by Alan Anderson

dation endowment trust.
The Pearson Scholarship was 

established in 1993 by Ruth Pear-
son in memory of her husband 
Leon Pearson who passed away in 
1988 at the age of 82. The Trust 
was established with the help 
and witness of NHLA members 
Chuck Simpson, Dana Samson, 
Carolyn Meehan (Carolyn Isaak), 
Robert Bickford, and Palmer 
Keolb; Ruth Pearson being the 
Grantor. There have been many 
volunteer committee members 

and chairpersons over the years. 
The current committee members 
are Alan Anderson (chairman), 
Chuck Simpson (he just can-
not go away), Peter DeBrusk 
(he cannot go away either), Jeff 
Toomey and Heather Linehan 
(NHLA VP liaison). Over the 
years the scholarship has helped 
Horticulture students from UNH 
Thompson School of Applied 
Science, UMASS Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture, and NHTI 
Technical School of Landscape 
sciences with f inancial assis-
tance to achieve their scholastic 
objectives.

Mrs. Pearson’s original gift 
was $100,000. The fund grew 
over the years, and more than 
$58,000 was awarded to students. 

There are several factors con-
tributing to the termination of 
the scholarship, foremost was 
the loss of the nonprofit status 
from IRS and lack of students 
applying for it, plus a significant 
struggle to obtain the turnover 
of committee chairs. Besides 
myself on the committee, two 
members have been volunteering 
for a number of years. 

I have been chairing the Pear-
son Scholarship Committee for 
over 9 years and took over the 
reins again in August of 2022, 
only to f ind out that the IRS 
had relinquished the nonprofit 
status because of failure to file 
the paperwork for a period of 
three years.

we did not have any applica-
tions for 2023 so no scholarships 
were awarded. 

As per the stipulations of the 
trust and Ruth Pearson’s wishes, 
the balance of the Funds (close 
to $52,000) will be gifted to 
UMASS Stockbridge School 
of Agriculture, expressly The 
University of Massachusetts 

Foundation,Inc. The Trust Estate 
will be transferred in memory 
of Ruth and Leon Pearson to 
support a professorship in a field 
related to the horticultural sci-
ences.  Leon Pearson is an alumni 
of the University of Massachusetts 
stockbridge school and attended 
in 1937 and 1938. So it’s come 
full circle so to speak. 

It was an honor to have been 
involved with this scholarship 
providing college students with 
a unique opportunity to defray 
tuition costs. It has been a privi-
lege to have participated with 
the generous offering from Ruth 
Pearson for the horticulture and 
landscape profession. I would like 
to thank all who participated 
through the years.

Thanks to Mrs. Pearson for 
her generosity. l

Addendum: 
I want to acknowledge the great 
effort that Alan Anderson has 
provided for the Ruth Pearson 
Trust. Whenever there was a lapse 
in leadership he would jump in 
and right the ship. He would 
take back the dreaded “Box” of 
scholarship documents. we all 
have busy lives and the last thing 
we want to do is file a tax return 
for a trust, or find a bank for a 
new account, gather people for a 
vote, but Alan would always find 
the time and make it happen. 
People have no idea the com-
mitment Alan had for this job. 
You would think giving away 
money would be easy. It was a 
common theme that we would 
shake our heads in disbelief that 
we couldn’t find applicants for 
free money, sometimes reaching 
amounts of $5000 per student!

Thank you Alan. “What a long 
strange trip it’s been.”

— Chuck Simpson

About Leon Pearson: reprinted 

from the July 1989 Newsletter

Ruth E. Pearson
HOOKSETT — Ruth E. (Perkins) Pear-

son, 92, died Dec. 5, 2000, in a 
Concord Health care facility.
Born in East Bridgewater, Mass., 

on July 28, 1908, she was the 
daughter of William W. and Ger-
trude (Reed) Perkins. She lived 
most of her life in Hooksett. 
During World War II, she served 

as a volunteer for the American 
Red Cross driving soldiers from 
Manchester to Fort Devens in Ayer, 
Mass.
Mrs. Pearson worked with her 

husband in New Hampshire Land-
scaping. She was also a violinist 
with the New Hampshire Philhar-
monic Orchestra.
She was a member of the Society 

of Mayflower Descendants of New 
Hampshire; National Society of New 
England Women; Hooksett Historic 
Society, and the Currier Gallery 
of Art.
Mrs. Pearson was a member of the 

Hooksett Congregational Church.
She was married to Leon E. Pear-

son, who died in 1988. In addition, 
she was predeceased by a daughter, 
Ann C. Pearson, who died in 1974.
Family members include three 

grandchildren, Jonathan Shafer of 
Salem, Timothy Shafer and Jeffrey 
Shafer, both of California; five 
great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Fred Perkins of East Bridgewater, 
Mass.; two sisters, Inez Perkins 
of East Bridgewater, Mass., and 
Sarah Eaton of Lexington, Mass.; 
nieces, nephews and cousins.

Alan Anderson distributed the NHLA Newsletter back-
ground article on Leon Pearson (page 4) and Ruth Pear-
son’s obituary (above) to students receiving the Pearson 
Scholarships.
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Produce Enough. Produce it Right. Price it Right.
Mike Barwell, Chair, NHLA Education Committee

Getting granular and know-
ing what’s underneath all 

of your costs is key to knowing 
how to estimate your projects.

For the second time this year, 
NHLA focused on the ways busi-
ness owners and managers can 
improve their businesses and 
thrive in a competitive market.

Jim Huston of J.R. Huston 

Consulting, Inc., Granby, CO, 
presented his estimating system 
to 20 businesses during a full-day 
interactive workshop on February 
7 at Southern NH University in 
Manchester. 

“Most Green Industry busi-
nesses are underpricing their 
services and not maximizing 
their profits,” Huston said.

Attendees brought their laptops 
loaded with a multitude of tem-
plate files provided by Huston.  As 
participants plugged in numbers 
specif ic to their business, they 
experienced the estimating sys-
tem in action and developed an 
understanding of how changes in 
their overhead, wages, time, and 
materials impact their break-even 
points and gross and net profits.  

Huston offers individual con-
sulting services in addition to 

group seminars. For more infor-
mation, contact him at jhuston@
jrhuston.biz, at his website jrhus-
ton.biz, or call 800-451-5588.

Feedback from the event was 
very positive and underscores the 
need for education in business-
tract topics for this industry. 

The NHLA Education Com-

mittee aims to provide more 
opportunities of this type, in 
addition to on-the-ground skill 
building events.

 special thanks to the two 
sponsors whose support made 
this event possible:

AJ Mani of Maini Partners 
shared information about his 
work with NHLA’s website and 
the services of Maini Partners 
available to NHLA members. 
Contact him at a@mainiparners.
com, website  www.mainipart-
ners.com or call 617-780-8871.

Alex wong demonstrated his 
company’s app, HourlyWork, 
which provides a quick and simple 
means for hourly job seekers to 
find jobs and connect with po-
tential employers. Contact him 
at info@hourlywork.io or call 
617-786-5600. m

Northeast Granite Inc.
weathered granite stones for:

     
Andy Sherburne • 603-496-4496

Northeastgraniteworks.com
instagram.com/northeastgraniteworks/

Quarry • 169 Granite Street • Allenstown, NH

Patios 
Steps 
Water Features

 Walls 
 Posts 
 Benches

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
Wholesale Native Plant Nursery

Your source for...

Trees, Shrubs, Ferns, Flowering Perennials, and Grasses
Coastal and Inland Wetland Plants

Specialty Seed Mixes
Coir Logs, Straw Wattles, Blankets and Mats

14 Pearl Lane, South Hadley, MA 01075 
Phone: (413) 548-8000 Fax: (413) 549-4000 
Email: info@newp.com Web: www.newp.com
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R I G H T  H E R E

T H E  F R E S H E S T  S E A S O N A L 

P L A N T S  A R E  A L W A Y S  I N  S T O C K

I N  O U R  C O N V E N I E N T 

O N E - S T O P  L O C A T I O N

830 North Pembroke Road 

Pembroke, NH 03275

www.pvgpickupyard.com

603-227-9050

Paving Stones • Retaining Wall Block • Fire Pits  
Masonry Block • Natural Stone • Cultured Stone 

Brick • Granite & Decorative Stone • Tools & More

6 CANDY LN. HUDSON, NH • 603-882-5700
78 TURNPIKE ST. ALLENSTOWN, NH • 603-485-4400

WWW.HUDSONQUARRY.COM
  HUDSONQUARRY        HUDSONQUARRYNH

SHOWN: THOMPSON STONE THINSTONE 
VENEER IN BROOKLAWN BLEND

ELEVATE YOUR FIREPLACE
with Natural Stone from Hudson Quarry
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September 18:
NHLA Fall Field Day

Save the date! Building on the success 
of last year’s event, we’re returning to 
the Belknap County Fairgrounds this 
year for the 3rd NHLA Fall Field Day. 
Mark your calendars for september 
18, 2024. 

NHLA’s Education Committee is solidifying details for this 
summer’s series of Landscape After-Hours events. The name 

has changed, but the value and experience remains! 
Landscape After Hours are free events that provide opportunities 

for landscape professionals to get together in a casual atmosphere to 
learn about innovative projects, emerging issues, and other topics 
that inspire new ideas and opportunities. 

This summer, join us for evening tours and discussion at Ca-
thedral of the Pines, Shin-Boku Nursery, Back Bay Stone, and a 
lakefront construction project. 

watch for details at nhlaonline.com n

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Spring pruning demonstrations are an annual tradition for UNH 
extension. Pruning demonstrations provide an opportunity for 

the general public and professionals to learn fundamental concepts 
of pruning trees and shrubs, with a focus on plant health and fruit 
production. Most of extension’s pruning demonstrations are held 
on farms where educators focus on pruning fruit trees or small 
fruit, like blueberries and grapes. This year, at sites in Nashua 
and Keene, we’ll focus on pruning ornamental trees and shrubs, 
providing home gardeners with the skills needed to tackle their 
own home landscapes. Also, watch for details of our summer prun-
ing for landscape professionals at UNH Durham, where attendees 
will learn through hands-on practice using ANSI A300 standards.

UNH Extension 2024 Spring Pruning Demonstrations are held 
free of charge at locations across the state, starting in early March 
and running through late April. Details at extension.unh.edu/
resource/pruning-trees-shrubs g

UNH Extension to Host Spring Pruning Demonstrations

Landscape After-Hours 
(formerly Twilight Meetings)

UPCOMING PROGRAMS

The 2024 Joint spring Meeting is a full day of education and 
networking for individuals in the landscape and arboriculture 

industries. Join us on March 19 at the Grappone Conference Center 
in Concord, NH, to learn about emerging issues and timely topics 
in tree care and landscape design and construction. 4.5 pesticide 
recertification credits available. Register online, or by contact-
ing Amy Papineau amy.papineau@unh.edu, extension.unh.edu/
event/2024/03/joint-spring-meeting-nhaa-nhla-unh-extension. 

Topics include:
•  The Future of Beech Trees with Dr Beth Brantley, Bartlett Tree 

experts 
•  Construction Planning and Damage Mitigation panel
•  Right Plant, Right Place Panel
•  Technological Innovation and Site Analysis with Graham Pellet-

tieri and Jon Koch  
•  Trees in Landscape Design with Susan Smith Meyer
And much more! l

April 4-5: Landscaping for Water Quality
by Amy Papineau, UNH Extension Field Specialist, Landscape Horticulture 

The decisions we make in 
landscape design and main-

tenance affect the water quality 
and health of New Hampshire’s 
environment. especially when 
working on waterfront proper-
ties, implementing practices that 
help prevent soil erosion, nutrient 
and pesticide runoff, exotic plant 
invasions, and other detrimental 
processes, can play a big part 
in protecting or enhancing the 
health of the local environment. 

NHLA is teaming with UNH 
extension and the NH Depart-
ment of environmental services 
to host this year’s Landscaping 
for water Quality program. In 

this two-day event, landscapers, 
municipal staff, and others with 
an interest in protecting NH’s 
waters, learn about the principles 
of designing and maintaining 
landscapes with a focus on pro-

tecting local water bodies. we 
encourage you to attend.

In addition to classroom ses-
sions, we will get outside to visit 
a nearby waterfront property in 
need of renovation. There, we 

will assess the site and work 
though the design process in 
small groups to re-design the 
landscape, incorporating prac-
tices and landscape features that 
reduce erosion and stormwater 
runoff and enhance ecological 
functions, like water f iltration, 
habitat formation, and nutrient 
cycling.

This year’s workshop will be 
held April 4-5 at the Center for 
Lake studies on Lake sunapee, 
NH. Details and registration can 
be found at www.des.nh.gov/
event/2024-landscaping-water-
quality-workshop N

March 19: Emerging Issues and Timely Topics 
2024 Joint Spring Meeting of NHAA, NHLA, and UNH Extension

As a participant, you will learn how to use ecological concepts and landscape 
features such as rain gardens, vegetative buffers, and other green infrastruc-
ture to protect lakes, rivers, streams, and bays
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Painting the scene/ 
What I learned

During sunday’s effort, I wit-
nessed the effort volunteers and 
instructors took to paint the scene 
as a labor we could all enjoy. 
Breaking stones, hauling them 
with carts, and meticulously 

Mike Barwell. He’s hiding his face, but it’s no secret what 
Mike is up to; he’s using feather and wedges to improve the 
face and sizes of large capstones and cornerstones.

David DeJohn and Pete Ryder: They’re probably talking 
about stone walls, but it is funny to imagine Dave convinc-
ing Pete to hitchhike to California as he did for years when 
he first started landscaping. 

Pete Ryder and Maurice Guimond.

patio and steps to accommodate 
the natural access points to the 
off ice the patio and wall abuts. 

Wall Construction 
Over two days, Dave De-

John tried to convince us all to 
hitchhike to his home state of 
California, while we continued 
our work on the wall. There 
were no takers. 

Meanwhi le, Pete Ryder 
caught every instance of “cheat-
ing” you could think of – stones 
not aligning, heavy/long side 
out… you name it. Among the 
would-be-cheaters included: 
Dave (a volunteer from Boston), 
Andras Lazar from The Stone 
Trust, and NHLA representa-

tives Mike Barwell, Maurice 
Guimond, Mark Lenzi, and 
myself. 

we worked in teams. One 
group sought to f ind the right 
size stones, another pod chiseled 
them, and yet-another placed/
hearted the stones. Hearting 
matters… a lot . each stone 
should be pinned twice. Yes sir! 

To feather and wedge split 
the capstones, we made cor-
ners and sized down boulders. 
working with a hammer-drill, 
we tapped each rock with a 
4" hole .  Pounding feathers 
and wedges into rocks was not 
violent, but rather made a har-
monic ring ak in to a dinner 
bell. Brrrring ! 

we organized a pile of New england glacial till – rough boulders the size 
of propane tanks and smaller – into large “base rocks,” medium sizes for 
building, extra-large capstones, and long “thrufter” or throughstones.

placing them is painstakingly 
hard work. Diligence pays off. 
Pete Ryder says, “(The Stone 
Trust certification) is effectively 
a crucible for decision making.” 
Check out the upcoming Stone 
Trust Certif ication courses to 
decide for yourself. k

D ry-laid stone walling is an 
artform that relies heavily 

on the intricate details and set 
process to build lasting stone 
walls. 

A huge pi le of boulders , 
crushed base, and eager par-
t icipants showed up for the 
2023 NHLA Field Day, part 
of a stone reta ining wa l l ef-
fort to improve the front of 
the Belmont 4-H Fairground 
off ice. To demonstrate and en-
gage members in the practice of 
dry-laid stone walling, NHLA 
partnered with The Stone Trust 
of Dummerston, VT. This ef-
fort is a great example of our 
organization’s ability to bring 
new ideas into the New Hamp-
shire Green Industry. 

Crucial to the project, former 
Stone Trust board director and 
president, Pete Ryder, guided 
our hands over the course of the 
wall project. He taught basic 
principles of The Stone Trust 
methodology. Victoria Merri-
man of Friction and Gravity, 
LLC and Andras Lazar of Lazar 
Masonry also coached budding 
wallers. NHLA affiliates joined 
the efforts too, including Dave 
DeJohn, Mike Barwel l,  and 
countless others. The NHLA 
crew were big and small, male 
and female, some rapping while 
they worked, some tapping — 
and none napping. 

2023 NHLA Field Day and Volunteer Effort 
with The Stone Trust
text and photos by Chadd G. Hippensteel, NHCLP 

edited by Dave DeJohn, NHCLP, NHLA President Emeritus 

The Stone Trust Method 
we organized a pile of New 

england glacia l t i l l – rough 
boulders the size of propane 
tanks and smaller – into large 
“base rocks,” medium sizes for 
building, extra-large capstones, 
and long “thrufter” or through-
stones. By putt ing the la rge 
rocks close to the wall, it made 
it easier for other wall-hands 
to f ind and lift the stones into 
place. The higher the course, 

the smaller the rocks. As we 
built, a small rhythm started, 
l if t, turn, and set. The work 
is heavy, but the intermittent 
rapping with eden from stone 
Blossom Landscaping kept up 
our spirits. 

Learning the basic rules
For the fu l l  l i s t of ru les , 

please visit Stone Trust’s Web-
site: thestonetrust.org/resource-
information/how-to/

Picking through stone — a 
skill we honed and mas-
tered, as exemplified here 
by Mark Lenzi, a Juniper Hill 
Landscaping employee.

Using a point chisel to take 
off a hump in the rock makes 
the stone a tighter fit and 
adds surface area contact.

The basic f ive rules are: 
• The stones length has to 

be put into the wall 
• The stone should be “heart-

ed,” a crucial practice of inf ill-
ing the wall with small stones 
– not crushed stone, tightly. 

• Level tiers with crossing 
stones so each joint is a “T.” 

• Plane the faces. Keep a tight 
line so your plane is consistent. 

Some other helpful tips : 
• Through stones, the shape 

of columns, should be placed 
every 6-8', about 24-36" of f 
the ground. 

• Use a chisel ! Or a “rock 
buster” hammer with a car-
bonite tip 

• Swing the hammer from 
high in the a ir,  even i f you 
don’t swing hard, the weight 
of the hammer will deliver a 
good blow.

Project Description 
we revisited the wall effort 

a month later, October 26, 27, 
and 28. Facing the Fairgrounds 
Off ice, the retained space will 
be an entryway and outdoor 
patio space. From this vantage, 
Belmont 4-H Fairground users 
can enjoy the sunny perch and 
the view of the grounds. Future 
iterations of the project wil l 
include the installations of a 
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The New Hampshire Agricultural experiment station is excited 
to welcome NHLA members to the Macfarlane Research 

Greenhouses at UNH for its 2024 Open House on Saturday, April 
6, 9–3 p.m. They are planning a full day of talks and presentations 
by NHAes researchers and extension specialists. Learn about 
active research projects at the greenhouses and how the science 
benefits New Hampshire. 

Macfarlane Research & Researchers Open House
When: April 6, 2024, 9 am - 3 pm
Where: Macfarlane Research Greenhouses, 13 Botanical Ln., 

Durham, NH 03824 
What: Meet NHAes researchers, learn about current research 

projects, and discover something new for any age.
More info: colsa.unh.edu/new-hampshire-agricultural-experiment-

station/news-events/macfarlane-research-greenhouses-open-house
Questions? email nhaes.info@unh.edu

About the Macfarlane Research Greenhouses
The 25,000-square-foot Macfarlane Research Greenhouses 

are dedicated to research and teaching associated with the NH 
Agricultural Experiment Station and College of Life Sciences and 
Agriculture.

The facility provides highly controlled environments for a di-
versity of research projects, including:

• Ornamental and food crop breeding
• Sustainable ornamental plant nutrition and development
• Aquaculture
• Biological pest control
• Bioremediation
• Plant genetic diversity
The greenhouse environments are monitored and precisely 

regulated through a computer-based control system that creates 
a sustainable growing environment through the conservation of 
heat, electricity, water and fertilizer, and increased plant resistance 
to insect pests and diseases. d

Macfarlane 
Greenhouse 
Open House

NHLA Job Board
See most current listings at: 

nhlaonline.org/job-opportunities/

Seacoast Landscape Construction company seeking 
experienced hardscape installer. This job would 
include running a crew of 2-3 laborers in creating 
Paver patios, walkways and driveways, natural stone 
work, and landscape plantings. Experience in all or 
some of these operations is preferred. 3-5 yrs experi-
ence required. $28-35/hour depending on experience. 
Inquiries can be directed to applynow@exeterlandcon-
tractors.com. 

Seacoast Landscape Construction Co. seeking to 
fill seasonal labor positions to assist in creating 
Paver patios, walkways and driveways; natural stone 
work; landscape plantings. Experience a bonus but 
not required. Qualifications: DOT Medical card re-
quired; Able to lift 80 lbs; high school diploma/GED 
not required. Benefits: $23-28/hour depending on 
experience; Health insurance; Retirement matching 
contributions; Disability policy options; Paid Holidays 
applynow@exeterlandcontractors.com

Landscape Maintenance Technician(s) Responsi-
bilities: grounds keeping and building maintenance 
duties as required: lawn maintenance (ride-on mower 
provided); planting, trimming; maintaining flowers, 
shrubs, and small trees; clean parking lots. Qualifi-
cations: 2+ yrs experience in commercial landscape 
maintenance. High school diploma/GED and valid 
driver’s license required. Benefits & Vehicle included. 
Pelham/Salem/Nashua/Derry/Manchester: Landscape 
Tech at Citizens (jobs.citizensbank.com/job/pelham/
landscape-tech/288/59856194976) 

Taylor Community Groundskeeper/Landscaper: 
see ad on page 3.
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Certification Corner
by Abby Zuidema, NHCLP Certification Coordinator

NH
L a n d s c a p e
Professional

CERTIFIED
Plant Identification 
Summer Course

This course consists of four-
teen 3-hour sessions covering 
the basics of woody and herba-
ceous plant identification and 
identif ication of each of the 
plants on the NHCLP Plant 
Identification List. 

The purpose is to teach plant 
materials to people who are new to the industry or people with little 
plant knowledge. The first class introduces students to methods 
of identification and plant families and the rest of the classes are 
spent identifying plant material. The NHCLP Plant Identification 
List covers a wide range of common plant materials used in the 
landscape industry.

The course is appropriate for anyone who wants to strengthen 
their plant material knowledge and is also designed to prepare 
people for the identif ication portion of the NHCLP Exam. It is 
open to both members of NHLA and non-members.

Over 250 woody and herbaceous plants will be reviewed in the 

course, roughly 18-20 plants per week. Quizzes will be held weekly 
to review the identification, common name, and scientific name of 
the plants covered. The Plant List is posted on the NHLA website 
at nhlaonline.org/plan-id-sumer-course/.

Date and time: Tuesdays, June 11-September 10, 5-8 pm
Location : NH nurseries, parks, and estates
Fee: $525
Register by May 31, 2024. Check out the NHLA website for more 

information and registration: nhlaonline.org/plant-id-summer-course/

PAVERS               WALLS              STEPS               ELEMENTS               NATURAL STONE

Make a Splash with Hardscapes by Ideal
Expand your client’s living space to the outdoors.

Our selection of traditional and permeable pavers beautifully 
complement our wide variety of walls, fire pits and fireplaces.

IDEAL BLOCK
Westford & Waltham, MA       www.IdealBlock.com

800-24-IDEAL      info@idealblock.com

Andover Collection™ Smooth Pavers
Portsmouth Cobble™ Pavers

BrookStone™ Pavers
 Splash Wall - Fat Face™ Wall Block 

with CastStone™ Coping
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Give Your Customers the Best
Granite & Stone for Less! 

SWENSON GRANITE WORKS
Custom Cutting is Our Specialty!

Steps, Posts, Hearths, Mantels, Pavers, 
Edging, Curbing, Cobblestone, Flagstone, 

Fieldstone, Wallstone, Benches, Fountains, 
Bird Baths, Pool Coping, Wall Cap, Veneers, 

Flagging, Granite Signs, & Custom Fabrication

www.swensongranite.com
369 N. State St., Concord, NH 03301 . 603-225-4322 

86 Rt. 101A, Amherst, NH 03031 . 603-672-7827

Or A Location Near You In New England
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Display Ad Rates are for high resolution digital submis-
sions ready for print. (Custom ad preparation services are 
available. Please call for rates.) Ad space must be reserved 
by the 5th of the month preceding publication, with digital 
files arriving by the 10th of the preceding month. Payment 
in full is required at time of placement of first ad. Contact: 
Annette Zamarchi, 603-661-3488.

NHLA Newsletter Ad Rates
Size 1 issue 5 issues 10 issues
DISPLAY ADS:
Full Page
(7 1/2 x 10 inches) $250 $1,070 $1,545 
Half Page
(7 1/2 x 4 7/8 inches) $190 $760  $1,160
Quarter Page
(3 5/8 x 4 7/8 inches) $130 $475 $700
eighth Page
(3 5/8 x 2 5/16 inches) $65 $255 $365
CLASSIFIED
Per 30 words: $20 members, $30 non-members 
EMPLOYMENT CLASSIFIED
60 words max: Free for members, $60 non-members 
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“It was one of those March days when the 
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Calendar
• March 19
NHAA, NHLA, UNH Extension Joint Meeting, see page 12

•March 20-21
2024 Ne Hardscape expo, nehexpo.com

• april 4-5
Landscaping for Water Quality, see page 12

• april 10
NHLA Safety Day, see front page

• april 22
earth Day, www.earthday.org

• april 26
National Arbor Day, www.arborday.org

• June 11-SepteMber 10
NHCLP Plant Identification Summer Course, see page 19

• SepteMber 18
NHLA Field Day 


