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Reminder: we have two excellent Twilight 
Meetings coming up in June and July. 

Tuesday, June 27, we’ll meet at the renowned 
Bedrock Gardens in Lee, NH, from 3-5 pm. 
This historic property has been reclaimed from  
an abandoned 18th-century dairy farm into an 
alluring landscape of gardens, sculptures, and 
water features that is now developing as a public 
garden. John Forti, author and Green Industry 
advocate, who was the speaker at the January 
NHLA Dinner Meeting, will be our host. He 
is the executive Director at Bedrock Gardens.

The following month will f ind us at one 
of New Hampshire’s nursery treasures, Van 

Is There a “Good” 
Time for Training?
by Bill Gardocki

Twilight Meetings 
June 27 & July 12

I know that when I pass to the great beyond, 
you will say, Oh yeah, he was the guy who 

pushed hardscape contractors about education 
and training. Here I go again…

As in most businesses, one needs to know 
about materials, bidding, tools, equipment, 
and vehicle options. In our industry add-on 
businesses that you may want to consider are 
lighting, artif icial turf installation, outdoor 
kitchens, water features, f irepits, etc. The 
question then becomes, do you know how to 
install these products correctly? And is there 

Continued on p. 19 Continued on p. 19
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As I write these notes for 
the June edition, we are 

amidst the “spring rush” or as 
some in the industry call “the 
hundred days of hell.” which, 
when written out, seems a bit 
drastic, but we can all relate. If 
you are in the Green Industry for 
your living, it doesn’t matter if 
you are a single owner operator 
or have 100 team members under 
you, the stress is equal and real 
for all of us. 

when things get busy, it’s 
natura l to focus on the im-
mediate work in front of you 
and more diff icult to focus on 
bigger-picture thinking. During 
this f irst year as NHLA presi-
dent, as we’ve worked through 
the spring, it’s been a bit over-
whelming to submit these notes 

on time and fulf i l l my other 
duties as a Board member. I 
also know that all of the other 
Board members and volunteers 
for the Association are in the 
same boat. It is a good oppor-
tunity to thank each and every 

New England Wetland Plants, Inc.
Wholesale Native Plant Nursery

Your source for...

Trees, Shrubs, Ferns, Flowering Perennials, and Grasses
Coastal and Inland Wetland Plants

Specialty Seed Mixes
Coir Logs, Straw Wattles, Blankets and Mats

14 Pearl Lane, South Hadley, MA 01075 
Phone: (413) 548-8000 Fax: (413) 549-4000 
Email: info@newp.com Web: www.newp.com

person that helps NHLA provide 
resources to you folks. 

On that front, we have plenty 
of items in the works for this 
year. In May we had a sprayer 
calibration and safety workshop 
for women and a paver and block 

800-556-6985 
New England’s finest sod

Serving all of New England

wall installation workshop. In 
June and July, we will have Twi-
light Meetings at Bedrock Gar-
dens and Van Berkum Nursery. 
In August we run our annual 
NHLA Golf Tournament and 
in september our annual NHLA 
Field Day event. 

This year’s Field Day wil l 
boast a larger of fering, with 
additional vendors and more 
training opportunities, includ-
ing hands on learning. 

As a Board, we continue to 
roll out more resources for the 
Association members, planning 
for both the near- and long-
term future. I hope you take 
advantage of them a l l, even 
when things are busy during 
the spring rush! r 
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I would like to start by thanking 
Bill Gardocki for teaching our 

first hardscape seminar. He has 
a wealth of knowledge! I want 
to thank MiltonCAT for the 
use of their classroom and for 
breakfast. A special thanks to 
Mike Courchaine, Kyle saren, 
and David scacchi for their help 
throughout the day and for the 
tour of their facility. Thanks to 
Jim Moreau from Northeast Turf 
and Irrigation for the notebooks 
and snacks. I would also like to 
thank the attendees; we appreci-
ate your taking the time to attend 
this seminar. It takes dedication 
to the industry to join us on a 
saturday morning. It was an 
incredible learning event!

This seminar was designed for 
contractors and sales reps who 
want the basic understanding 
of Interlocking Concrete Paver 
Institute (ICPI) and National 
Concrete Manufacturers Associa-
tion (NCMA) specifications, but 
are not pursuing the certification 
processes. It concentrated on 
technical specif ications, con-
tractor language, and so much 
more! Bill did an amazing job!

Hardscape Seminar: Education That Will 
Reap Savings in Time and Money
by Pam Moreau, NHLA Business Manager

As an educator myself, I love 
learning! As your business man-
ager, I have no field experience, 
so this was a great overview of the 
do’s and don’ts in hardscaping. 
I left with pages of notes, but I 
will only share three main points.

Safety first! Always know the 
specifications of your block, the 
materials you are using, and the 
location you are working in. Test 
the soil, check for water sources, 
and check out the entire property. 
“Use fabric; soil reinforcement is 
your insurance policy.” “Com-
paction! Compaction! Compac-
tion! Most failures are due to not 
enough compaction.” wear safety 
gear and hardness when neces-
sary! Include safety protocols in 
your company handbook.

Be prepared and have the 
right tools for the job ! You 
not only need the tools for the 
build, but you will also need to 
plan for mishaps, such as cut-
ting landscape lighting wire, 
or breaking an irrigation pipe. 
They will happen and time is 
money! Bill suggests stocking 
your truck or trailer with kits 
for such mishaps. Do not forget 

the bug spray! “Planning ahead 
will pay for itself in the long 
run.” Take factory tours, so you 
can see and be familiar with all 
materials. 

Quoting your job! In order 
to prepare the best quote, you 
need to be prepared. Your time is 
money. You should have a quote 
kit with you that includes more 
than just paper, pencil, and a 
tape. Know your costs, know your 
material, and know your com-
petitors’ material. Always sketch 
a quick plan. “You should never 
leave without giving a quote.”

I highlighted just a few tips 
that I found extremely important. 
I could have gone on for pages. 

The best part of the day was 
the open interaction, questions 
from both Bill and the attendees. 
everyone felt comfortable asking 
questions regarding topics in their 
current jobs. Thanks again to all 
who attended and everyone who 
made this day possible.

NHLA’s mission is to educate 
its members. Please contact us if 
you have a topic idea, would like 
to teach a class, or would like 
to join the education Commit-
tee. Learning from the internet 
is good, but learning from an 
experienced horticulturalist is 
priceless! g

*All quotes in the article are 
from Bill Gardocki.



 NHLA Newsletter,  June 2023xxxx7 6xxxxNHLA Newsletter, June 2023 

What do you do when you 
encounter a plant prob-

lem such as disease or abnormal 
growth in the landscape? You 
or a client may find a problem 
occurring with a single plant or 
you may find a swath of plants 
in decline. when you suspect a 
plant disease is causing damage 
in the landscape, UNH extension 
and its UNH Plant Diagnostic 
Lab can help you by providing 
accurate disease identification and 
management recommendations. 

with an accurate diagnosis, 
the specialists at the Plant Diag-
nostic Lab can help you develop 
a management strategy and can 
help you answer questions such as: 

•	 Will	pruning	out	damaged	
parts of the plant stop the disease 
from doing further damage?

•	 Will	 removing	 affected	
plants stop the spread in the 
landscape?

•	 Are	my	watering,	pruning,	
or other care practices contribut-
ing to development of this prob-
lem?

•	 Is	 this	 damage	 actually	
caused by disease, or is there 
something else going on here?

•	 Is	the	plant	likely	to	recover?	
•	 Is	this	likely	to	happen	again	

next year?
•	 Can	the	problem	be	rem-

edied with a fungicide applica-
tion?

Plant disease diagnosis and 
management recommendations 
are provided to growers, landscap-
ers, gardeners, and others through 
UNH Cooperative extension’s 
Plant Diagnostic Lab. whether 
in a production setting or in the 
landscape, plant diseases can 
have devastating impacts. Quick 
and accurate identif ication of 
the disease or other factor that 
is causing plant decline or dam-

UNH Extension Can Help You Diagnose 
Plant Problems 
by Amy Papineau, Landscape & Greenhouse Horticulture Field Specialist, UNH Extension

age is an important first step in 
successful management of the 
problem. Accurately identifying 
the cause of disease can help you 
avoid spread or recurrence of the 
problem and will provide you 
with the information you need 
to select effective controls. 

when you send plant material 
to the UNH Plant Diagnostic 
Lab, plant health specialists will 
examine and test the samples to 
determine causes of poor growth, 
damage, abnormalities, or other 
symptoms. By examining the 
samples under a microscope and 
performing other diagnostic pro-
cedures including testing with ad-
vanced molecular approaches, the 
specialist can accurately identify 
fugal, bacterial, and viral infec-
tions and will give you manage-
ment recommendations based on 
the disease-causing organism(s) 
identified. 

The UNH Plant Diagnostic 
Lab recently moved to a new 
location on the campus of UNH 
in Durham and is now situated 
in a fully renovated lab space 
in Barton Hall. A long with 
this move to new space, the lab 
has new staff members who are 
integrating modern diagnostic 
capabilities into the lab services. 
with the addition of molecu-
lar diagnostic tests introduced 
by the lab director and plant 
health specialist, Dr. Bo Liu, 
ultra-rapid identification of many 
diseases will be possible. Dr. Liu, 

along with plant diagnostician, 
Madie Hassett, provide services 
grounded in speed, accuracy, and 
value to the client. 

To make use of the services 
provided by the UNH Plant 
Diagnostic Lab, mail or deliver 
(M-F, 8am-5pm) samples of af-
fected plants or plant parts to 
the lab along with a completed 
submission form and $20 sample 
fee: UNH Plant Diagnostic Lab, 
Barton Hall Room 206, 34 sage 
way, Durham, NH 03824. To 
ensure samples arrive in the best 
condition for diagnosis, follow 
the video instruction for packag-
ing and sending samples found 
on the extension website. 

some diseases may be accu-
rately identified through emailed 
images. sending clear images 
to the lab (unh.pdl@unh.edu) 
before you send your sample or 
at the time of submitting your 

sample can aid in quick diagnosis 
and development of recommen-
dations. some plant diseases can 
be identified quickly when the 
lab receives them, while some 
diagnostic procedures take up to 
two weeks to complete. The lab 
will contact you by email when 
your report is ready. 

If you are experiencing a plant 
growth problem, consider call-
ing your local extension Field 
specialist as well. extension spe-
cialists in each New Hampshire 
county are available to work with 
farms and Green Industry busi-
nesses to diagnose plant problems 
and to provide recommendations 
for control or management. spe-
cialists work hand-in-hand with 
the Plant Diagnostic Lab. 

Plant health specialists at the 
UNH Plant Diagnostic Lab can 
be reached at 603-862-3043 or 
unh.pdl@unh.edu. 3

whether in a production setting or in the landscape, plant 
diseases can have devastating impacts. Quick and accurate 
identification of the disease or other factor that is causing 
plant decline or damage is an important first step in suc-
cessful management of the problem.  
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LANDSCAPE AND CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT WANTED 
WE BUY EQUIPMENT – CALL OR TEXT TODAY! 

Paying more than dealer trade-in prices!
603-573-5910  –  MitchellsEquipment@gmail.com Sponsorship Opportunities 

Registration Deadline July 11

9th Annual NHLA Golf Tournament
Tuesday, August 1, 2023

SOLD OUT with 136 Golfers!

To get on the cancellation wait list,

email nhla@comcast.net

Tournament held at Candia Woods,

313 South Road, Candia, NH 03034

Registration 7:30 am / Tee Time 8:30 am 
RAIN OR SHINE

Raffle Sponsors Needed! (sport tickets, 
tools, gift cards, etc.): Please contact Pam 
by July 11 in order to receive website, 
Newsletter, and tournament day recognition! 
Bring to tourney or arrange pick-up.

See the sponsor form at nhlaonline.org/
golf-tournament/ to sign up.

Tournament Sponsor:  $1,800
Dinner Sponsor:  $1,500
Snack Bag Sponsor $1,300
Air Cannon Sponsor  $800

Score Card Sponsor $700
Coffee Sponsor (NEW) $225
Water/Gatorade Sponsor (NEW) $225
Tee Sign Sponsor:  $175
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“Take pride in the qual-
ity of everything you 

touch and everything you do. Ask 
yourself, is this my best work”?

Make quality personal is Pillar 
#1 in our 10 Pillars of Culture 
at North Point Outdoors. If you 
have been following along, I have 
shared Pillars 5 & 7 in recent 
articles. 

Our Pillars of Culture are 
in no specif ic order, as all are 
equally important, but have been 
numbered simply to enable us to 
remember them! 

Pillar #1 is intended to make 
sure quality is on the front of 
our team’s mind at all times. 
The obvious theme is the qual-
ity of the work completed. But 
when you drill into this, it is 
much more. we drive home the 
concept that the quality a lso 

Pillar # 1: Make Quality Personal
by Andrew Pelkey, NHLA President

All steps need 
to be executed in 
a manner of qual-
ity to leave the 
client feeling that 
the experience 
with your firm 
was a good one. 

lies in the experience the cli-
ent had with you from the first 
initial phone call, the site visit, 
design process/proposal process, 
scheduling, work in progress, 
completion, and close out. All 
steps need to be executed in a 
manner of quality to leave the 

client feeling that the experience 
with your firm was a good one. 

This pillar is imperative as you 
scale. For those of you who are 
owner/operators, you most likely 
have your hand on each of your 
jobs and are able to oversee this 
quality daily as you work with 
your crews. Your team follows 
your lead and makes sure your 
level of quality is met. As you 
scale your business, you need to 
find a way to maintain this level 
of quality, which isn’t easy to do. 

This is where we believe it’s 
not just about the actual work 
you do, but how you manage the 
client throughout the process. 
we know that we aren’t perfect, 
and you will never hear anyone 
on our team say that we are. But 
what you will hear is that when 
we do make a mistake, we handle 

it correctly every time, even if it 
is at our loss. we strongly believe 
that this has been one of the 
driving forces in growing our 
business. You aren’t necessarily 
judged on the mistakes you make, 
rather on how you handle them, 
and they need to be handled in 
a quality manner. 

Lead your management team to 
take a firm stance on the quality 
they are producing. Lead them to 
know it is okay to make a mistake; 
correcting this mistake after it 
occurs is the key to producing 
consistent quality even if it isn’t 
done perfectly the first time. 9

— Andrew Pelkey is chief op-
erations officer and co-owner of 
North Point Outdoors. He is the 
current president of NHLA.
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Exclusive toGet a free sample now 
and feel the di� erence! 
UNILOCK.COM  |  1-800-UNILOCK

FEELS 3X BETTER ON BARE FEET 
THAN ORDINARY PAVERS*

Comfort Step pavers are manufactured with a remarkably tight surface 
that creates a unique sensory experience that is velvety-smooth and cool underfoot. 

They’re also fortifi ed with EnduraColor™ for unrivaled durability against surface wear and fading.
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R I G H T  H E R E

T H E  F R E S H E S T  S E A S O N A L 

P L A N T S  A R E  A L W A Y S  I N  S T O C K

I N  O U R  C O N V E N I E N T 

O N E - S T O P  L O C A T I O N

830 North Pembroke Road 

Pembroke, NH 03275

www.pvgpickupyard.com

603-227-9050

Using Growing Degree Days to Predict 
Insect Pests in the Landscape
by Amy Papineau, Landscape & Greenhouse Horticulture Field Specialist, UNH Extension

Does weather factor into your 
landscape pest manage-

ment decisions? Keeping track 
of weather, and specifically daily 
temperatures, can help you fine 
tune the timing of pest manage-
ment activities, contributing to 
signif icant savings in costs of 
labor, materials, and plant injury.

You may have a good idea of 
when to expect certain insect 
pests to be active in the land-
scape based on your experience 
and observations from previous 
years. However, we know that 
weather conditions are unpredict-
able, can vary significantly year 
to year, and that temperature 
affects the rate at which insects 
develop. This means the best 
time to scout for and manage 

Eastern tent caterpillar

individual pests will also vary 
year to year. You likely noticed 
leaf and f lower buds develop-
ing early and rapidly during the 
recent April warm spell. These 

warm temperatures sped the early 
development of insects as well. 

Tracking the seasonal accumu-
lation of heat units, termed Grow-
ing Degree Days (GDD), can be a 

powerful tool in predicting when 
pests will be active and when 
they will be most susceptible 
to your control measures. The 
rate at which an insect develops 
is directly correlated with the 
temperatures in the surround-
ing environment, with warmer 
temperatures leading to faster 
development. every insect has 
a lower threshold temperature 
(base temperature) and an up-
per threshold temperature, and 
insect development occurs only 
when average temperatures fall 
between these two thresholds.

The exact lower threshold tem-
perature has been determined for 
only a fraction of the insects you 
will encounter, however research-
ers have found that assuming a 

lower threshold of 50°F allows 
for accurate estimates for the 
development of most insects in 
NH landscapes. The estimates 
are not exact, but they will be 
much more accurate than rely-
ing on the calendar to predict 
pest activity. 

As soon as average daily tem-
peratures exceed 50°F in the 
spring, GDD begin accumulat-
ing. The average temperature is 
calculated by adding the day’s low 
temperature with the day’s high 
temperature, and dividing by 2. 
For example, if the low tempera-
ture on April 15 was 43°F and 
the high temperature that day 
was 59°F, the average tempera-
ture would be 51. To calculate 
the GDD for a single day, the 
baseline temperature of 50°F is 
subtracted from the day’s average 
temperature. In this example, 51-
50 = 1 GDD accumulated. If the 
low temperature on April 16 was 
42°F and the high temperature 
was 66°F, 4 GDD would be ac-
cumulated that day ([42+66]/2 
– 50 = 4). each day, the GDD 
are added to the season’s total 
accumulation. when the average 
temperature is below 50°F, and a 
negative number is calculated, the 
GDD accumulated is zero (nega-
tive values are not used). 

By looking at many years of 
recorded GDD data, we can map 
on a calendar when we expect 
GDD milestones to be reached 

in New Hampshire. This gives us 
a good idea of when individual 
pests will be active. we can 
further fine-tune our estimates 
by tracking the current year’s 
GDD. Using current GDD, we 
can predict pest activity to within 
a narrow window of time.

UNH extension provides re-
sources to help you effectively 
use GDD in your pest manage-
ment plans. UNH extension 
partners with the Network for 
environmental and weather 
Applications (NewA) to host 
a collection of weather stations 
across the state. The data from 
these weather stations is freely 
available online at newa.cornell.
edu/. Because daily temperatures 
(and accumulated GDD) can vary 
significantly from one area of the 
state to another, it is best to use 
temperature data as local to your 
landscape as possible. To utilize 
the current accumulated GDD 
data available through NewA, 
f irst f ind the weather station 
closest to your landscape on the 
online NewA map. Click on the 
closest weather station and scroll 
down to ‘weather Tools’. Here, 
you will find a ‘DD Calculator.’ 
within the tool, enter a start 
date (March 1 is recommended) 
and an end date (today’s date). 
Under ‘Degree Day Type’, select 
the base threshold of 50°F. The 
results will provide you with the 
daily and seasonal accumulations 

of GDD for that location. 
Knowing that insect develop-

ment is correlated with accumula-
tion of GDD, we can use this local 
data to guide our pest scouting 
and management activities. sev-
eral resources are available that 
provide lists of GDD thresholds 
for individual pests which indi-
cate when we can expect these 
pests to be active and the range 
of GDD when control measures 
will be most effective (see The 
New Hampshire Department of 
Agriculture, Markets & Food, 
UMass extension’s Landscape 
Message, and Cornell extension). 

As I am writing this in mid-
May in Brentwood, NH, we have 
accumulated 153 GDD so far 
this season. Historically, this 
area reaches 150 GDD around 
May 25, so development is oc-
curring just a little early at this 
point in the year. 

Here are just a few of the land-
scape insect pests that become 
active below 250 GDD.

•	Balsam	Gall	Midge
•	Eastern	Tent	Caterpillar
•	Spongy	Moth
•	Imported	Willow	
 Leaf Beetle
 Now is the time for scouting! g 

Save the Date!
NHLA's Field Day Will 
Be Bigger, Better

You won’t want to miss the second annual NHLA 
Field Day on wednesday, september 20, at the 

Belknap County Fairgrounds. This year we’ll have 
more credit classes, more vendors, and more exhibitors 
with indoor spaces for classes and vendors.

Classes include working safely with Ticks, Using 
Drones in Landscape Design, a pair of two-hour 
chainsaw safety classes, a Des class on waterfront/
stream permitting, and Cooperative extension credit 
classes on plant identification and other topics. 

we’ll also build a firepit for the fairgrounds and 
plant a new maple tree, both for credits.

This year we are keeping attendance pricing the 
same: pre-registration is $25 per person for NHLA 
members; $45 for non-members. same day, cash-
only attendance is $35 for members and $50 for 
non-members.

Vendor and exhibition spaces are bigger and better 
this year, with indoor vending spaces available for only 
$500 and outdoor spaces available for $500 and $800. 
Food vendors will be on site as well. Contact Mike 
Barwell, 603-491-0847, mikebarwell@yahoo.com. 

see you there. Registration details will be avail-
able soon.
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Featured Plant for June
by Cori Cahow, NHCLP, Organic Garden Girl

Epimedium x versicolor ‘Sulphureum’ 
Zone 5-9

9"-12" T & 18"-20" W

Sulphureum Barrenwort, Bishop’s Hat, Fairy Wings, Horny Toad Weed

There is no secret as to why groundcovers are so important: they reduce landscape 
maintenance, serve as erosion control, provide options for hard-to-grow areas, and of 
course add biodiversity to gardens; but finding the right possibilities for a specific area 
can be overwhelming.

If I could recommend an easy, almost pest- and disease-free ground cover for a shady 
environment with dry, well drained soil it would be this hardy perennial that never 
seems to let us down.

epimedium is typically a clump forming perennial, however, when massed it can create quite the border or groundcover. 
spreading by rhizomes, this Epimedium x versicolor ‘Sulphureum’ roots can grow over and under existing roots, and through the 
rockiest soils eventually covering a foot and a half by two foot area. The delicate, airy, stems unfold to a striking, light green 
veined, cordate leaf with light red margins. The pale yellow f lowers emerge mid-spring (late April-early May). Growing quite 
quick it is best to divide this perennial late summer/early fall. 

The Genus epimedium is known to have over 50 species mostly native to Asia, grows in a variety of colors, is known to have 
medical properties, and most importantly is resistant to deer and rabbits, making this a great option to add to your clients’ 
landscapes. T

Rte. 33 • STRATHAM, NH
603-431-0088

www.landcarestone.com
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Give Your Customers the Best
Granite & Stone for Less! 

SWENSON GRANITE WORKS
Custom Cutting is Our Specialty!

Steps, Posts, Hearths, Mantels, Pavers, 
Edging, Curbing, Cobblestone, Flagstone, 

Fieldstone, Wallstone, Benches, Fountains, 
Bird Baths, Pool Coping, Wall Cap, Veneers, 

Flagging, Granite Signs, & Custom Fabrication

www.swensongranite.com
369 N. State St., Concord, NH 03301 . 603-225-4322 

86 Rt. 101A, Amherst, NH 03031 . 603-672-7827

Or A Location Near You In New England

General-Use Pesticide Applicator 
Certification Option
by Amy Papineau, Landscape & Greenhouse Horticulture Field Specialist, UNH Extension

Becoming a licensed pesticide 
applicator can bring value 

to your business, opening new 
opportunities for services. UNH 
extension provides classes and 
resources to help you prepare for 
the required certification exams 
to become either a supervisory 
or operational license holder. 

Any business using pesticides 
of any type in NH is required 
to have at least one individual 
licensed at the supervisory level. 
If you wish to become a licensed 
applicator, but you don’t yet have 
the required three years’ experi-
ence working under a licensed 
supervisor, then the supervisory 
Registration Certificate-General 
Use may be of interest to you. 
This license allows the holder 

to apply lower-risk general use 
products in specif ic situations 
including shade tree, ornamental, 
or turf pest control and does not 
require previous experience under 
a supervisor. UNH extension 
offers the 16 hours of classroom 
training required for eligibility 
for this certification. Once you 
have completed this training, 
you will be able to schedule your 
certification exams with the NH 
Department of Agriculture, Mar-
kets & Food – Division of Pes-
ticide Control. 

One component of the required 
training is UNH extension’s 
“Core Training.” This course 
provides 8 hours of instruction 
in safe and effective use of pes-
ticides. Participants develop a 

working knowledge of concepts 
such as proper use of application 
equipment, human and envi-
ronmental hazards, protective 
clothing and safety equipment, 
state and federal pesticide laws 
and regulations, and principles 
of Integrated Pest Management. 

The second required com-
ponent of training is 8 hours 
of instruction in pesticide use 
topics specific to the category in 
which you aim to become licensed 
(shade & Ornamental, Turf, 
Right of way, etc). extension 
offers these trainings two-three 
times each year, with the next 
opportunity to participate coming 
up in October/November 2023. 

Once licensed, you will need 
to earn recertification credits to 
maintain that license. Credits 

are often available at Twilight 
Meetings, conferences, and we-
binars. The upcoming NHLA 
Field Day, sept. 20, will provide 
multiple opportunities to earn 
recertification credits. The Core 
and Category trainings this fall 
will also provide recertification 
credits for licensed individuals 
who wish to participate.

The goal of extension’s Pesti-
cide safety education Program 
is to develop responsible, safe, 
and effective users of pesticide 
products. Contact Rachel Mac-
cini Rachel.maccini@unh.edu 
603-351-3831 for more informa-
tion about the steps to becoming 
a licensed applicator. Contact 
Jacob winn Jacob.winn@unh.edu 
with questions about registering 
for upcoming classes. 3

8 Ashfi eld Rd./Rt.116, P.O. Box 540
Conway, MA 01341

Equipment & Tools for 
Landscape Professionals
Sprayers • Rakes • Loppers & Pruners • Saws • Ladders • & More

800-634-5557
oescoinc.com           
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IDEAL BLOCK
Westford & Waltham, MA  ■  www.IdealBlock.com 

800-24-IDEAL  ■  info@IdealBlock.com

Our Products...Your Designs...Create Beautiful Spaces.
Expand your client’s living space to the outdoors with Hardscapes by Ideal. Our selection of traditional and permeable pavers 

beautifully complement our wide variety of walls, fire pits and fireplaces.

P A V E R S  ■  W A L L S  ■  S T E P S  ■  E L E M E N T S  ■  N A T U R A L  S T O N E

A V A I L A B L E  A T  D E A L E R S  I N  Y O U R  A R E A

Is THere A “Good” TIme for TrAINING? Continued from page 1

training needed to also perform 
these installations eff iciently, 
safely, and profitably?

I became an ICPI and NCMA 
instructor about 20 years ago 
because I saw the need for educa-
tion in the hardscape industry 
that was just starting to really 
take off. Prior to then it was the 
wild west and you had to figure 
it out on your own.

My son Tom, who owns an 
excavation business, just finished 
3 days of training in Portsmouth 
on a new software program that he 
is implementing in his company 
that will help him bid more ac-
curately. Pretty important stuff 
to get right when you are bidding 
$500,000 jobs or $50,000 jobs 
or $5000 jobs or $500 jobs. You 
won’t stay in business long if you 
don’t bid correctly. Ask Tom and 
he will tell you taking the time 
during the week out of a very 

busy spring schedule to learn 
and implement this new “tool” 
in his business was well worth 
the sacrifices made.

so, one of the important ques-
tions for NHLA is, when is it best 
to offer contractor training? Fall, 
winter, spring, weekday, weekend? 
It was my recommendation that 
we do not do workshops during 

the week in the spring. My senti-
ment is to hold the training for 
hardscapers on a saturday. As 
you may suspect, we got push-
back when it was announced that 
the NHLA Paver & Block wall 
Installation workshop held on 
May 6 would be on a saturday. 
"we will be working" was the cry.

The question for you becomes, 
is four hours in the classroom on 
a saturday worth the possible 
savings of hundreds of hours a 
year by your employees? Is taking 
a saturday for training in the 
spring worth it in the long run? 
eleven of your peers thought so.

so I ask you…. when Is a good 
time? email me, call me, send a 
message by Pony express if you 
want. Z

— Bill Gardocki is a past presi-
dent of NHLA (1994). He is now 
a Hardscape Educator.

Berkum Nursery in Deerf ield, 
NH. Van Berkum’s offers plants 
for New england woodlands, 
meadows, and is a nursery that 
provides “wicked rugged ” and 
other ecotype plants. Join us on 
wednesday, July 12, 5 pm. Our 
host is Van Berkum’s new owner, 
John Gedraitis.

Twilight Meetings are free but 
registration is required. watch 
for registration information on 
our website and via email and 
social media promotions for both 
Twilight Meetings. k

so, one of 
the important 
questions for 
NHLA is, when 
is it best to offer 
contractor train-
ing? Fall, winter, 
spring, weekday, 
weekend? 

TwILIGHT meeTINGs,
Cont’d from page 1



 NHLA Newsletter,  June 2023xxxx21 20xxxxNHLA Newsletter, June 2023 

GENEST PAVING STONES • WALL STONE • FIRE PITS 
MASONRY SUPPLIES • NATURAL STONE 

CULTURED STONE • FLAGGING • GRANITE • TOOLS 
LANDSCAPE & MASONRY SUPPLIES • AND MORE!

HUDSONQUARRY.COM
78 TURNPIKE ST. ALLENSTOWN, NH • 603-485-4400 | 6 CANDY LN. HUDSON, NH • 603-882-5700

Authorized Dealer

Designed to replace a standard block and mortar system, 
Comfort Block can be assembled using only masonry 
adhesive, eliminating the need for mortar.

Quickly & easily build structural shells for outdoor kitchens, 
sheds, pool houses, cabanas, veneered landscape walls, 
sitting walls, raised garden beds, and more! Five Comfort 
Block systems are available to replace standard 4”, 6”, 8”, 
12”, and 16” blocks.

Visit the Hudson Quarry showrooms to learn more about 
the Comfort Block systems and to explore exterior finishing 
options such as thinstone veneer. We have everything you 
need for your next Comfort Block project!

AUTHORIZED RETAILER

ASSEMBLED WITH ADHESIVE!

LEARN MORE ABOUT COMFORT BLOCK AT

COMFORTBLOCK.COM
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Job Opportunities
Pellettieri Associates (PAI) is looking for outdoor 
enthusiasts to join their Construction & Fine Gardening 
Teams! These opportunities are full-time or part-time 
seasonal positions and involve working on some of 
New Hampshire’s most impressive properties. For more 
information, visit us atpellettieriassoc.com/employ-

ment or call 603-456-3678.

Terrain Planning and Design is seeking a creative 
self-starter to join our growing firm. Responsibili-
ties will include, drawing production, permitting and 
project management. Current Openings: Entry – Mid 
Level Landscape Designer, 2-8 years’ Experience; 
Senior Level Landscape Architect, 10+ years’ Ex-
perience. Interested candidates should please respond 
with letter of interest, resume and portfolio to Eric 
Buck, at ebuck@terrainplanning.com

See current listings at:  

https://nhlaonline.org/job-opportunities/

Certification Corner
by Abby Zuidema, NHCLP Certification Coordinator

NH
L a n d s c a p e
Professional

CERTIFIED

2023 NHLA Summer Plant 
Identification Course

The 2023 NHLA Plant ID summer Course will meet Tuesdays, 
June 13 - september 12, 5-8 pm. Classes will be held at nurseries, 
parks, and estates in NH, central to the majority of participants. 
Past classes have been held in the Concord and seacoast areas. 

Over 250 woody and herbaceous plants will 
be reviewed in the course, roughly 18-20 plants 
per week. Quizzes will be held to review the 
identif ication, common name, and scientif ic 
name of the plants covered. The plant list is 
posted on the NHLA website.

To register, fill out the application available online and send it 
along with payment. Be sure to include your location preference 
with your application. Additional information can be found on the 
NHLA website.: nhlaonline.org/plant-id-summer-course/

 

2023 NHCLP Exam
 The New Hampshire Certified Landscape Professional exam 

will be held september 23, 2023. The Plant Identif ication and 
written Portion will be offered on this date. More information 
on the exam and application can be found on the NHLA website, 
nhlaonline.org/how-to-become-certified u

Northeast Granite Inc.
weathered granite stones for:

     
Andy Sherburne • 603-496-4496

Northeastgraniteworks.com
instagram.com/northeastgraniteworks/

Quarry • 169 Granite Street • Allenstown, NH

Patios 
Steps 
Water Features

 Walls 
 Posts 
 Benches
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“It is the month of June,
   The month of leaves and roses,
 When pleasant sights salute the eyes,
   And pleasant scents the noses...”
  —Nathaniel P. willis (1806-1867), 
   American author, poet, and editor

  

See the NHLA website for Newsletter copy and advertising deadlines:
nhlaonline.org/nhla-newsletter/

Calendar
• June 13-September 12 (tueSdayS)
NHCLP Summer Plant ID course, see page 22

• June 27
NHLA Twilight Meeting, Bedrock Gardens, see page 1

• July 12
NHLA Twilight Meeting, Van Berkum Nursery, see page 1

• July 27
Massachusetts Nursery Association Down to earth summer Conference & Trade show, 
Marshfield Fairgrounds, Marshfield, MA, mnla.com

• auguSt 1
SAVE THE DATE: Annual NHLA Golf Tournament, see page 9

• September 20 
NHLA Field Day, information coming soon at nhlaonline.org and in the July Newsletter

• September 23
NHCLP Exam, see page 22


